REGIONAL MEDIA STRATEGY AND TECHNICAL REVIEW

Please complete all questions on this form.  The form should accompany the Regional Media Approval Request Form as well as a sample of the media project.  All requests with incomplete information will be returned for completion.

Background/Problem: Just as exposure to tobacco smoke increases the risk of illness in the workplace, exposure to tobacco smoke pollution in the home or car presents a health risk to all living things: kids, adults and pets.   Oklahoma State University, Tuft College of Veterinary Medicine, and Colorado State University have released information on the increased risk of oral cancer and lymphoma in cats, lung and nasal cancer in dogs, and lung cancer in birds who reside in homes with smokers.  One cessation counselor shared that a client came for help to quit after smoking for 30 years only when her current pet developed asthma!
Description of project:  This is a short, colorful, easy to read sheet to educate kids, parents, pet owners of all ages.  A similar handout has been used in the past by 2 veterinarians in their school programs in when they asked for information we might have on the effect of smoke on pets.  In some respects this is an “outside the box” way to get information to the public.
Goal (s) of project:  There are several goals:  

To Reduce Exposure to tobacco smoke pollution in homes and cars. 
To Increase Cessation: to direct smokers to information and resources for help to quit.  
Measurable objectives: On community event surveys we aim to see:
Increase in knowledge that tobacco smoke is a health risk.

Increase in the number of partner agencies who want to use the handout.
Collaborations/Partnerships:  Veterinarians, pet adoption agencies, pet stores, 4-H animal programs, Westmoreland Fair 
How project is incorporated into your overall media plan:  

This is one facet of a multi-media program to educate the community throughout the year.  Also would be used as handout at health fairs.  
How the effectiveness of the project will be evaluated:

The number of additional veterinarians and agencies that see it as worthwhile and participate
Long term: Change in community norms around tobacco smoke as reflected in measurable objectives listed above.

Technical Review:  To facilitate timely review of submitted materials, all technical aspects should be reviewed prior to submission.  Place an X before each item indicating that it has been completed.

__x__ Spelling and grammar have been checked 

___x_ Abbreviations are spelled out the first time they are used

__x__ Words are not frequently (more than 5 times per document) split from one line to the next using a hyphen

___x_ Reading level is between 4th and 6th grade

__x__ Proper local and Department of Health tag  lines are used

___x_ Jargon and technical language have been avoided

___x_ Publication is sensitive to cultural differences

__x__ Visuals emphasize or explain text and are not just to decorate the publication

__x_ Paragraphs are not long and drawn out

____ Publication has gone through final review and approval for submission at the service provider.

