REGIONAL MEDIA STRATEGY AND TECHNICAL REVIEW

Please complete all questions on this form.  The form should accompany the Regional Media Approval Request Form as well as a sample of the media project.  All requests with incomplete information will be returned for completion.

Background/Problem:   The majority of tobacco users begin use before the age of 18. Research has demonstrated that the younger a person begins tobacco use the more entrenched nicotine addiction becomes making it even more difficult to stop tobacco use.  Penn State Extension tobacco educators offer students/schools in Westmoreland County tobacco prevention programs, Project ALERT, Chalk Talk, and A Smoker’s Face to learn about issues surrounding tobacco use and refusal skills.  

After the program is completed, students continue to need reinforcement for their decisions to be tobacco free.   Youth’s use or non use of tobacco products is often motivated by peer influence.  Some Westmoreland County high schools report that more than 80% of the student population participates in at least one sport, or student activity such as music, or drama, or academic society. Often, these sports and activities are the major social influence with which the student identifies.

The banner is a tool with a theme that identifies with a student’s athletic , artistic or academic endeavor that has a positive reinforcing message as well as contact information (telephone and website) for students to continue learning more about avoiding tobacco use.   

Description of project: 
The Champions Make Good Choices banner will be distributed to schools that offer one of our programs as a positive reinforcement of the prevention message that tobacco harms the athlete as well as the academic and artistic student.  The school would need to participate in Project ALERT, Chalk Talk, and/or Tobacco Is a Drug, too!  The banner, as approved and used in the past, hangs in a prominent place in the school throughout the school year, including cafeterias, gymnasiums, and entrances.
Goal (s) of project: 
Reinforce the message to students participating in programs that tobacco use affects performance in many areas of life.

To help change community and school norms around tobacco use with this continual reminder of the tobacco message of the program: tobacco use affects performance in many areas of life.
Measurable objectives:  
Short term: The number of schools who chose to use this display to reinforce our program message to youth and educate, perhaps subliminally, any adults who visit the school.
Long term:  Change in student and community attitudes about tobacco use; decreasing numbers of students who use tobacco.

Collaborations/Partnerships: The schools that use our programs including students, coaches, teachers.
How project is incorporated into your overall media plan:

This replicates the message on the memo boards used following our programs; it is important to reinforce the message in a variety of site appropriate, age appropriate visible messages that tobacco is harmful to youth and adults; that staying tobacco free improves performance.
How the effectiveness of the project will be evaluated:

Short term: The number of schools who choose to display the banner.   Long term: Change in attitudes toward tobacco use.

Technical Review:  To facilitate timely review of submitted materials, all technical aspects should be reviewed prior to submission.  Place an X before each item indicating that it has been completed.

X  Spelling and grammar have been checked 

X  Abbreviations are spelled out the first time they are used

X  Words are not frequently (more than 5 times per document) split from one line to the next using a hyphen

X  Reading level is between 4th and 6th grade

X  Proper local and Department of Health tag lines are used

X Jargon and technical language have been avoided

X Publication is sensitive to cultural differences (Television spot incorporates multi-racial, male, female and age differential populations)
X Visuals (in TV spot) emphasize or explain text and are not just to decorate the publication

X Paragraphs are not long and drawn out

X_Publication has gone through final review and approval for submission at the service provider.

