REGIONAL MEDIA STRATEGY AND TECHNICAL REVIEW

Please complete all questions on this form.  The form should accompany the Regional Media Approval Request Form as well as a sample of the media project.  All requests with incomplete information will be returned for completion.

Background/Problem: Infants and young children who inhale tobacco smoke pollution in their homes or cars are at increased risk for health problems such as asthma, bronchitis, colds and ear infections as well as SIDS.   These are preventable problems.
Description of project:  This is a 2 part project.  It includes a parent information sheet of paper 5.5 x 8.5 and a child activity sheet, 8.5 x 11.  During May, agencies providing child care such as WHO and Seton Hill Head Start would give this to parents early in the week.  Later in the week, agency staff will read a story from Starting Free Good Air for Me from ACS packet, and this child activity version will be sent home with the child.  Focusing on protecting children is a non-threatening way to educate parents, involve community agencies, and to educate agency staff with high turn over on tobacco control issues.
Goal (s) of project:  This handout was developed as a project for Public Housing residents and Monessen child care agencies by members of the Monessen Tobacco Free Coalition, a group begun by African American church leaders.   It creates group pride to see it expanded countywide as were the May Proclamation and stop sign campaigns.  The goals are to increase knowledge in families and child care staff about the health risks to children who inhale tobacco smoke and the importance of not smoking around children. 
Measurable objectives: On community event surveys we aim to see:
Increase in knowledge that tobacco smoke is a health risk.

Increase in knowledge about illnesses caused in children who inhale tobacco smoke.
Increase in numbers who choose to ask smokers to smoke outside the home.

Collaborations/Partnerships:  Head Starts and Child Care Providers, Hope in Life program in Public Housing 
How project is incorporated into your overall media plan:  

This is one facet of a multi media program to reach out to young families and child care staff during “May, Protect our Children from Tobacco Smoke Pollution Month.”  The mom smoking/baby in the car seat TV spot can reach those who are visual learners and receive most of their information from TV.   Participating hospital OB departments will give out infant T-shirts with the message, “Keep me a smoke-free baby.” if approved.  Moms’ Shower is also held during this time period.  Parents receive the message through a variety of media.  Newspapers covering the various activities with pictures of babies extend the reach of the information.  
How the effectiveness of the project will be evaluated:

Short term:  The number of agencies that see it as worthwhile and participate; number of newspaper pictures extending the message.
Long term: Change in community norms around tobacco smoke as reflected in measurable objectives listed above.


Technical Review:  To facilitate timely review of submitted materials, all technical aspects should be reviewed prior to submission.  Place an X before each item indicating that it has been completed.

__x__ Spelling and grammar have been checked 

___x_ Abbreviations are spelled out the first time they are used

__x__ Words are not frequently (more than 5 times per document) split from one line to the next using a hyphen

___x_ Reading level is between 4th and 6th grade

__x__ Proper local and Department of Health tag lines are used

___x_ Jargon and technical language have been avoided

___x_ Publication is sensitive to cultural differences

__x__ Visuals emphasize or explain text and are not just to decorate the publication

___x_ Paragraphs are not long and drawn out

_x_ Publication has gone through final review and approval for submission at the service provider.

