REGIONAL MEDIA STRATEGY AND TECHNICAL REVIEW

Please complete all questions on this form.  The form should accompany the Regional Media Approval Request Form as well as a sample of the media project.  All requests with incomplete information will be returned for completion.

Background/Problem: 
“Employers can combat the negative health and economic effects of tobacco use by integrating tobacco cessation treatment into their mix of employee benefits.”  Although coverage of these interventions encourages their use and increases quit rates, many employers still do not choose to include smoking cessation treatments in their insurance plans.
The beginning of the New Year is considered one of the top time periods of people attempting life style changes, the desire to quit smoking chief among them. During this period of time people need information, reinforcement and opportunities for support to help them achieve their goals.  
Description of project: 
Short, information packed newsletter for businesses on tobacco issues and resources for help in Westmoreland County.
Goal (s) of project: 
To educate business and personal care homes on tobacco cessation services available in our county, why a business can benefit from adding insurance coverage of cessation to their benefits package and from developing a smoke-free policy. There are also “tips to quit” to share with employees.  We also send the newsletter to legislators so they can see what is being done with part of our funds and what we offer their business constituents.
Measurable objectives: 

Follow up calls to 5 contacts each month to see if they recall receiving the newsletter; number of sites that request information and/or service.

Collaborations/Partnerships:  none
How project is incorporated into your overall media plan:

Project has been annually budgeted.  This will follow shortly after the 4 D’s commercial run on the TV and about the time folks are struggling to keep up a New Year’s Resolution. 
How the effectiveness of the project will be evaluated:

Follow up calls to 5 contacts each month to see if they recall receiving the newsletter; number of sites that request information.

Technical Review:  To facilitate timely review of submitted materials, all technical aspects should be reviewed prior to submission.  Place an X before each item indicating that it has been completed.

X  Spelling and grammar have been checked 

X  Abbreviations are spelled out the first time they are used

X  Words are not frequently (more than 5 times per document) split from one line to the next using a hyphen

X  Reading level is between 4th and 6th grade

X  Proper local and Department of Health tag lines are used

X Jargon and technical language have been avoided

X Publication is sensitive to cultural differences (Television spot incorporates multi-racial, male, female and age differential populations)
X Visuals (in TV spot) emphasize or explain text and are not just to decorate the publication

X Paragraphs are not long and drawn out

___Publication has gone through final review and approval for submission at the service provider.

