REGIONAL MEDIA STRATEGY AND TECHNICAL REVIEW

Please complete all questions on this form.  The form should accompany the Regional Media Approval Request Form as well as a sample of the media project.  All requests with incomplete information will be returned for completion.

Background/Problem:  Smoking and tobacco use including chew tobacco continues to be an ongoing problem for Somerset County.  Even more so, with the passage of the CIA (Clean Indoor Air) legislation, there seems to be a misconception about smoking and tobacco use.  People seem to be focusing on rights being taken away, rather than creating a cleaner, healthier environment and a healthier person with a healthier future.  Much education still needs to be done about the consequences of tobacco use and the links to cancer and other chronic diseases caused by tobacco.  
Description of project: Somerset Hospital will have all day events taking place on Thursday, Nov. 20, 2008 for the Great American Smoke Out in the hospital, in the Physician’s complex across the street from the hospital, in the main lobbies of both buildings, as well as the Pediatric floor and Somerset OB/GYN.  Ciggy Butts and Samantha the Skunk will be making appearances all day wherever there are children, and displays, including the aging simulator, will be set up throughout the two buildings.  There will be blood pressure screening, respiratory screenings, and tips on how to quit smoking given out.  
The PA Quitline will be given to all people who visit the displays.  They will also be given our local cessation information and the SWPA Tobacco Cessation Resource Guide.  Gift cards in the amount of $5 each will be given to those who physically throw away their pack of cigarettes or their can of snuff into a bin in order to go “cold turkey” for the day (they can purchase a cold turkey sandwich with the Subway gift card.)  Lollipops will also be distributed with the literature to help people “lick the habit” for the day.
Additionally, there will be printed materials available with links directing people to the Department of Health website to get more information on the Clean Indoor Air legislation.

Goal (s) of project:  The goals are three-fold:  1)  Educate the public about the ill-effects of tobacco use  and to guide them to resources for obtaining information about Clean Indoor Air  2)  To encourage smokers and chewers to go tobacco free for one day with the hopes that one day will turn into a permanent thing 3)  To make sure people have the help available that they need to quit tobacco use by making sure they know about our local cessation programs as well as the PA Quitline.
Measurable objectives: 1)  Keep numbers on how many tobacco information packets were distributed  2)  Track how many “I Love You” stickers were handed out by Samantha and Ciggy 3)  Track how many people gave up smoking and/or tobacco use for the day and took a “cold turkey” gift card  4) Track how many people join a cessation class as a result of this day  5)  Track the number of Quitline callers as a result of this effort 
Collaborations/Partnerships: We are collaborating with the American Cancer Society and Somerset Community Connection.  Both partners will be donating time and materials to help with this.  They will actually donate people to help man the tables, circulate throughout the hospital and doctor’s offices, and distribute the Great American Smoke Out information packets.  
How project is incorporated into your overall media plan:  This project is a planned project to help us with community education , prevention, and cessation, and to guide people to understand the new Clean Indoor Air legislation.  Somerset Hospital is one of the main hubs of Somerset County, and is without doubt the most widely used health place in our entire county.  So, it is reasonable to use this as our center of community activity for the community wide Great American Smoke Out day.    
How the effectiveness of the project will be evaluated:  We will know the overall effectiveness of this program by the number of people calling the PA Quitline as well as the number of people enrolling in our cessation classes as a result of this project.  There should be a very direct correlation between the event and cessation inquiries and participants in classes.  Documentation and tracking will be monitored following this event.  

Technical Review:  To facilitate timely review of submitted materials, all technical aspects should be reviewed prior to submission.  Place an X before each item indicating that it has been completed.

___X_ Spelling and grammar have been checked 

____X Abbreviations are spelled out the first time they are used

____X Words are not frequently (more than 5 times per document) split from one line to the next using a hyphen

____X Reading level is between 4th and 6th grade

____X Proper local and Department of Health tag  lines are used

____X Jargon and technical language have been avoided

____X Publication is sensitive to cultural differences

____X Visuals emphasize or explain text and are not just to decorate the publication

____X Paragraphs are not long and drawn out

____X Publication has gone through final review and approval for submission at the service provider.
